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DRUG POLICY  
ALLIANCE LIBRARY  
USER GUIDE

All of Drug Policy Alliance’s books have been digitized as part of the Substance Use Librarians and Information 

Specialists (SALIS) collection in the Internet Archive’s library for free access. Other content linked to the 

Internet Archive’s library is also free for use! However, not all content is downloadable and depends on the 

specific media source. Creating an account isn’t necessary but can be useful for keeping track of your 

requests, downloads, favorite media from the library, write reviews, or upload your own media to the library. 

Additionally, many books have been enhanced with adjustable text size and text-to-speech options for easier 

access. For more details, refer to the diagram below with the numbered steps for navigating the library 

features. Click the link to get started! https://archive.org/details/salis and click on the Drug Policy Alliance library.

1. Create an account by logging in or signing up 

to keep track of your searches, favorite media, 

download items, and leave comments. While 

an account is not required for searching or 

downloading content, it offers useful features 

for managing your activity.

2. Select by media type, including web, text, video, 

audio, software, and images, which can be 

accessed from the top dashboard. Clicking on 

a media type allows users to further sort by 

specific libraries or categories.

https://archive.org/details/salis
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3. Start a quick search by author or title by simply 

entering the terms into the search bar. Reset 

your search by clicking “Search this collection” 

at any time.

When searching metadata, results are 

based on item details such as title, creator, 

description, and subjects. 

Searching “text contents” allows you to 

explore the full text of books and other media.

4. The number of results from your specific search 

will be displayed. Adjust the publication date by a 

specific year or a range of years. This date range 

automatically updates with each new search or 

filter to reflect the relevant publication periods. 

5. Refine your search using filters on the left 

side of the page, such as media type, subject, 

collection, or language. Click the eye icon next 

to a category to exclude media related to that 

topic from your search.

6. Browse through search results, where each 

media item shows its type, number of views, 

favorites, and comments.

7. Use the advanced search option to include or 

exclude specific criteria. Fill in only one field, and 

if you select “not” as the match criteria, make 

sure to choose at least one other field.

8. Download content by clicking your search result, 

then select ‘Show All Links’ under the download 

options section. Right-click the file you want 

to download and click ‘Download Linked File’ 

for your desired file type (e.g., PDF, TXT). Once 

downloaded, the file is yours indefinitely.

Books are from the lending library, and you 

must log into your account to download 

them. If the book is already out on loan you 

will be invited to join a waiting list and you will 

be notified, via email, as soon as the book is 

available. They must be read within 14 days 

before they are automatically returned.

 

9. Share content via social media or email, or 

use the Newsify RSS Reader for a smoother 

experience, especially when browsing multiple 

items at once. RSS is an app that allows users 

to receive website updates in a standardized 

format, making it ideal for staying updated 

on new content from multiple sites without 

needing to visit each one. 

10. Explore other non-DPA library content available 

through Internet Archive. 
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More instructions on the following topics can be 

found on the website page. These instructions 

include additional screenshots to follow information 

more easily. 

• How to search the archive: https://help.archive.org/

help/search-a-basic-guide/

• How to download files: https://help.archive.org/help/

how-to-download-files/

• Listen to music on the archive: https://help.archive.

org/help/media-players-a-basic-guide/

• How do I find old web pages: https://help.archive.

org/help/using-the-wayback-machine/

• How to upload to the archive: https://help.archive.

org/help/uploading-a-basic-guide/

• Print disability resources: https://help.archive.org/

help/print-disability-access-general-information/

• How to change your account settings: https://help.

archive.org/help/accounts-tips-troubleshooting-2/

• Frequently asked questions: https://help.archive.

org/help/category/archive-org/most-frequently-

asked-questions-archive-org/
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